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: This research aims to present a new horizon in reading and

understanding the nature and content of the Daoist classic
Laozi. In contrast to the previous researches which
approached Laozi from philosophical or philological
interests, my research try to explore the text with the
concern of political thinking, namely, viewing the text as
the ensemble of observations of political problems,
analyses of their causes, and suggestions for proper
responses. The prominent features of the political thought
in Laozi include the lack of interest in changing the world
according to ideal norms; the recognition of the tragic
reality of human political behavior where human beings are
almost hopelessly trapped by their own ignorance and
shortsightedness. In this sense, the political thought in
Laozi seemed to show some affinity with the tradition of
political realism in the Western political thought.

: Laozi; value judgement; realism; tragedy and apprehension
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Laozi and the foundation of Chinese Realism

This research aims to present a new horizon in reading and understanding the nature and
content of the Daoist classic Laozi. In contrast to the previous researches which approached
Laozi from philosophical or philological interests, my research try to explore the text with
the concern of political thinking, namely, viewing the text as the ensemble of observations
of political problems, analyses of their causes, and suggestions for proper responses. The
prominent features of the political thought in Laozi include the lack of interest in changing
the world according to ideal norms; the recognition of the tragic reality of human political
behavior where human beings are almost hopelessly trapped by their own ignorance and
shortsightedness. In this sense, the political thought in Laozi seemed to show some affinity
with the tradition of political realism in the Western political thought.

Keywords: Laozi; value judgement; realism; tragedy and apprehension
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