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Abstract

To celebrate the 300th anniversary of Giuseppe Castiglione’s arrival in China, the National
Palace Museum simultaneously hosted the Portrayals from a Brush Divine: A Special Exhibition on the
Tricentennial of Giuseppe Castiglione’s Arrival in China and the Giuseppe Castiglione: Lang Shining
New Media Art Exhibition in 2015. Giuseppe Castiglione (1688-1766), also known by his Chinese
name Lang Shining, was a Western missionary—painter during the Qing dynasty. Themed on Lang
Shining, the first exhibition introduced Lang Shining-related artifacts in physical form, whereas the
second exhibition presented Lang Shining-related artifacts in digital form. The display of art in
contrasting “environments” (i.e., ancient and modern, real and virtual, time-centered and
space-oriented, and humanities-centered and technology-oriented) created a whole new experience for
visitors, enabling them to develop new understanding of Lang Shining’s art through various senses.

Lang Shining was born in Milan, Italy. He joined the Jesuit society in Genoa at the age of
19 and was sent to China to spread the faith in 1714; he arrived Beijing in 1715 (the 54th year of
Kangxi Emperor’s reign). A gifted painter, he served the Qing imperial household under emperors
Kangxi (1662-1722), Yongzheng (1723-1735), and Qianlong (1736-1795) and successfully joined

China and the West through his paintings, making remarkable achievements. A look at Lang Shining



from the modern-day perspective shows that he was able to adapt to the social and political
environment as well as the emperors’ aesthetic tastes three centuries ago. In addition, he explored the
endless possibilities hidden behind the union of Eastern and Western arts and gained experience by
producing different art types. In the end, he was able to create art that showcased the balance between
the rhythmic vitality of Eastern art and the realism and precision of Western art.

In the modern digital era 300 years after Lang Shining’s time, new media art exhibitions
employ innovative technologies such as high-resolution digital artifact images, animated videos, and
human—-computer interactions to facilitate transdisciplinary cooperation. The Giuseppe Castiglione:
Lang Shining New Media Art Exhibition was studied from the perspectives of art history research,
innovative digital technology, and humanistic implications: First, new media arts “A Peacock Made of
Light: An Immersive Installation for A Peacock Spreading its Tail Feathers,” “A Tour of the Imperial
Garden: The Immortal Blossoms in an Everlasting Spring New Media Art Installation,” and
“Castiglione’s Virtual Flowers” were used to investigate the transformation and rebirth of ancient art
ancient art (i.e., painting and calligraphy hanging scrolls and album leaves) as it was given new
“forms” via new media technology. Second, handscroll animation “Painting Anime: One Hundred
Horses” was used to explore the methods for developing new aesthetic forms when existing
spatial-temporal limitations have been overcome. Third, new media arts “Cocreating The Golden
Pheasants in Spring,” “Let’s Paint One Hundred Horses,” and “Explore the Flora and Fauna of
Castiglione” were used to deconstruct the concepts of elite culture and single discussion to facilitate
public participation and art co-creation, contributing to the deconstruction of implications and
reconstruction of art.

Key words: Lang Shining (Giuseppe Castiglione), new media art, digital humanities, innovative

application, transdisciplinary research
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