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Commercialization and Sensationalism: Comparison of Television 
News in Mainland China, Hong Kong and Taiwan 

Shuhua Zhou*, Cuijuan Lin**, Cui Zhang* 

(*College of Communication & Information Sciences, University of Alabama) 
(** Wee Kim Wee School of Communication and Information, Nanyang Technological University) 

Abstract: Examining the prominence of sensational content, features and storytelling in news reports, this 
comparative study investigated news sensationalism in commercial and state-owned Chinese television news. For 
the selected cases (CCTV from mainland China, TVB Hong Kong, TTV and TVBS from Taiwan), 1,132 news 
stories from 56 main evening newscasts in the fall of 2007 were content analyzed. Three sets of variables, 
sensational topics, tabloid packaging and vivid story-telling techniques, were used to measure dramatic elements in 
news stories. The findings partially supported that more competitive commercial TV newscasters (Hong Kong’s 
TVB and Taiwan’s TVBS) have more sensational topics, tabloid packaging, and vivid storytelling techniques than 
the public service oriented CCTV of China and Taiwan’s TTV. Implications of these findings on Chinese television 
news sensationalism were discussed. [China Media Report Overseas. 2011; 7(2): 1-10] 

Keyword: news sensationalism, sensational topics, tabloid packaging, commercial TV news, state-owned TV news 
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