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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate the meaning and the development of
teacher career calling. Purposive sampling was used to select six participants who have at
least ten years teaching experiences and have won the SUPER TEACHER AWARD in
recent five years for in-depth interviews. Qualitative and grounded theory methods were
applied for data analysis to integrate the participants’ shared experiences.

The results showed that the development of teacher career calling is a dynamic
process. Such development is based on the teachers’ learning and life experiences and
their perceptions on classroom conditions and the educational system. The apprehensions
from students, parents, peers, and the general public on the challenges within the
classroom and in the educational system significantly contributes to the development. It
Is through such self-reflection and the desire to make improvement that the calling of a
teacher is cultivated.

The development of the teachers’ career calling revolves around three main
dimensions: (1) cognitive dimension—constructing core educational beliefs and
philosophy; (2) affective dimension—integrating interests, dedications and passion for
teaching; (3) action dimension— making efforts to overcome challenges through teaching,
interactions with students and collaboration with other teachers.

In summary, this study has defined and described the meaning and the process of
teacher career calling. Theoretical and practical implications of the findings were further

discussed.
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