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Abstract

San Francisco, not only the important city of North California, but also home to
many Russian-Americans. Russians first reached North America back in the 18™
century with the expansion eastward of the Russian Empire. They set up numerous
settlements to develop trade in the new continent until mid-19"" century. After the end
of Russian America, the cultural influence of Russia still last to date. Along with the
four waves of Russian immigrants, Russian culture in San Francisco has developed
diversely. Despite Russian immigrants migrated to America in different time periods,
family reunion and economic consideration has been the main cause. Cultural heritage

discussed in this thesis includes language use, religion, cuisine and festival.

Key words:  San Francisco Bay Area, Russian immigrants, Cultural Heritage,

Language use, Religion, Cuisine, Festival
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WS~ RS ()

Hi,

My name is Hsin-Pei Hsieh, a grad-student from Institute of Russian Studies in
National ChengChi University, Taiwan. Currently | am doing research and conducting
interviews in the U.S. for my thesis: Cultural Heritage of Russian Immigrants in San
Francisco Bay Area, which focus on the cultural aspects of language, religion, diet and
festival. I wish to invite you to share your life experiences and perspectives to enrich

my study.

If you are available for my interview, your contribution will be highly appreciated
and truly enhance this research. Please noted that all the information will be
anonymous and for academic use only. Thank you for your time and assistance in
advance!

Sincerely,

Hsin-Pei Hsieh
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HEE  FEA S (FY)
Serial Number:
Respondent’s Name:
Date & Place:
Respondent’s Basic Information
Age:
Birth Place:
Sex:
Education Level:
Number of Family Members:
Occupation:
Spousal Age:
Birth Place:
Education Level:

Occupation:

€ (Family) Immigration Experience

1. When did you (your family) immigrate to the U.S.? To San Francisco / Bay Area ?

2. Where did you (your family) live before immigration?

3. Why did you (your family) leave the original inhabitance?

4. What are the main reasons you (your family) moved to the U.S. / San Francisco
Bay Area? Did you (your family) come with family?

5. What was your (your family) immigration status when you (your family) first
arrived? By dependent, investment, skilled or other visa?

6. Did you (your family) consider immigrating to the other countries prior to the
114



7.

U.S.? Why?
Which generation of immigrant are you? Do you go back to Russia? If yes, how

often? Where do most of your relatives live?

€ Language usage

1. Which language do you use at home?

2. Which language do you use at work?

3. How often do you communicate in Russian in everyday life?

4. Which language do you use with your friends? What are your friends’ ethnic
backgrounds?

5. Did you go to Russian school?

6. If you have children, do you want them to attend Russian school? Why?

7. Do you read Russian books, newspapers or magazines?

€ Religion

1. Do you believe in any religion? ( If not, follow question 6)

2. If yes, how often do you go to church? Do you go with family members or
friends?

3. Which language do they use in church sermon?

4. Do you attend other gatherings from church? If yes, how often do you participate
in?

5. Do you consider yourself religious?

6. If you don’t have a religion, what about your parents and family members? Whom

are you most influenced by?
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€ Cuisine

1. Which style of food do you have on a daily basis? Russian, American or else?
What is your main food?

2. Please list the foods and cuisines that most commonly appear on your dining table.

3. Do you make any Russian cuisine? If yes, please list some.

4. What are your comfort food?

5. Do you do groceries only in Russian supermarkets? If yes, where are they? Where
else do you go to groceries?

6. Do you go to Russian bakeries? If yes, which one is your favorite? How do you
like it?

7. Do you go to Russian restaurants? How often do you go? Which one is your

favorite Russian restaurant? What is your favorite cuisine there? Why?

€ Festival

1. Do you celebrate Russian New Year?

2. How do you celebrate Russian New Year in San Francisco/ Bay Area? How does
it compare to the celebration in Russia?

3. Do you go to the Russian Festival in San Francisco? Annually? How many days
do you attend?

4. What are your favorite programs in the Russian Festival? Why?

5. What does Russian Festival mean to you?

6. Do you celebrate any other festivals of Russia in San Francisco/ Bay Area?
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