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Higher education around the modernistic society has
been pursuing the so called superiority, where
general education becomes the target for change.
However, studies focused on curriculum are less than
expected. “Null” curriculum indicates the part,
contrast to those existed, which should appear
together but instead be missing or dismissed.
Although deciding what is worth learning is the way
curriculum usually develops, no one can deny that,
the absent sometimes influence much more than the
present. It is about time to think about the null
part i1f we really want to renew the general
curriculum in Taiwan.

But, the stakeholders who evaluate and construct
curriculum are always adult professionals. The
undergraduate, on one hand, are not kids or youth
seen as not-mature-enough beings. On the other hand,
as long as holding a role called “student” , they
seem not counted as the adult either. It is still a
fact that even higher educational institutions urge
their students to try out things or express what they
think about the world, the college students are
outsiders of what they will learn.

This research aims to (1) examine the necessity of
thinking of the null in curriculum development, and
(2) ask college students about what “general”
curriculum means to them, and what they think as
missing after wearing the “null” lenses to review
those general courses offered at their university.
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Opinion survey and content analysis (words responding
to the open-ended survey questions) are main methods
for this two-year study. During the first year, the
survey starts at the university which emphasizes the
humanity and social science research. In the second
year, the survey subjects are those universities
which have obtained huge research grants from the
government.

[t is expected that the database for the courses
actually offered in general curriculum can be
established, and based on findings from content
analysis, the null (important-but-now-missing) part
can be appropriately reconstructed into general
curriculum.

college student, general education, higher education
innovation, null curriculum, opinion analysis
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