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Abstract

During the Koizumi administration, Japan’s normalized country policies strongly
supported George W. Bush’s Global War on Terror to increase its role in the U.S.-Japan
alliance. In addition, Koizumi also made the formal visit to the Yasukuni Shrine every
year and raised Japanese nationalism. Together, these acts have contributed to the
deterioration of Sino-Japanese relations, deepened the difficulty of Japan's accession to
the United Nations Security Council permanent members, and become the main cause
of China's large-scale anti-Japanese movement. Since World War 1, Sino-Japanese
relations have been characterized by historical hatred and geopolitical factors. In
territorial disputes, resource allocation, and other political and economic issues, China
and Japan always have a complex relationship with both cooperation and competition.
During the Koizumi period, Japan’s pro-American policy was strengthened due to the
wave of anti-terrorism following 911, which lead to an unprecedented climax in U.S.-
Japan friendship. Meanwhile, Sino-Japanese relations experienced an unprecedented
and strong phenomenon of “Cold Politics-Hot Economics.”

Koizumi’s pro-American foreign policy or Normalization policy has significantly
influenced Sino-Japanese relations. To promote normalization, however, China's
support is also indispensable to Japan. Thus, Japan needs to adjust its policy to achieve
its goals. This research explores the basis through which the Koizumi administration
evaluate its China policy under a pro-American foreign policy guideline. How Japan’s
China policy influences Sino-Japanese relations and whether the change in Sino-
Japanese relations will then change Japan's China policy are also worth our further

discussions.

Keywords: Junichiro Koizumi, Sino-Japanese relations, Normal State, Yasukuni Shrine
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