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Abstract

The Middle East which is located at the junction of the three
continents of Europe, Asia and Africa, is important for both geography
and energy. That is the reason why all powerful countries wanted to
occupy it. Iraq which includes Mesopotamia is in the central location of
Middle East and takes the second leading in the world" s oil output.
However, Iraq is usually in a unstable situation because of religious tribal
disputes and keen competition of many powerful countries.

After the 911attacks, the United States identified Iraq as the key of
the evil countries and also a terrorist organization. The U.S. sent troops to
attack Iraq and planned to transform Iraq into a democratic example of
the Middle East with "American democracy". However, the U.S. paid a
great price, and faced lots of criticism from the international community.

The United States launched a war against Iraq across the term of
office from President George W. Bush to President Barack Obama.
Because the two presidents of different political parties and leading styles
were influenced with various internal and external events, they also held
different policies to Iraq. To analyze and compare the measures took by
these two presidents in the Iraq war will help us to explore the situation
of the U. S. foreign policies during the two political parties.

After analyzing the foreign policies of President George W. Bush
and President Obama towards Iraq and terrorist, we can know that the
U.S. did not change its foreign policy through the two presidents of
different political parties. The policy practiced by U.S. is continuous and
consistent. The U.S. always put the nation’ s interests and safety in the

first place.

Keywords : Iraq War, Bushism, Unilateralism, Obama Doctrine,

Smart power.
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