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Criticism on Ancient Fu and The Songs of Chu
in Song Dynasty

Xu Jie

Abstract

The studies on ancient fu and The Songs of Chu in Song dynasty have
significant influences on as well as lay the foundation of the fu criticism in Yuan
and Ming dynasty. First of all, the ancient fu criticism in Song dynasty is less
confined to imperial examination but shows a tendency of scholarization, which
becomes the pioneer of the fu criticism in Yuan dynasty. Secondly, the renaissance
and research of The Songs of Chu, as the forerunner of that in Yuan dynasty
promote personal feelings and reason. Thirdly, the literary criticism on the Songs
of Chu as forerunner of fu in Song dynasty becomes closely connected with the

critical analysis of fu as a genre in Yuan and Ming dynasty.

Keywords: Song dynasty, ancient fu, The Songs of Chu, criticism, theory pioneer

Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Nanjing University.
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