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Abstract

Since 2012, the Diaoyu Island dispute has become an important issue which
concerns contemporary East Asian international relations and involves cross-strait
relations as well. The main two parties to the controversy have gradually advanced from
diplomatic to militaristic acts. This paper tries to introduce a perspective, the “Balance
of Relationship (BOR),” to understand this event and to contribute an important
perspective to the dialogue on the “balance of power” theory of international relations.
This paper also attempts to construct a “relationship” database, researching the subject
objectively by using “co-word analysis,” and finding correlations between the great
powers in an “index of BOR.” On the other (qualitative) hand, BOR attempts to create
a long-term stable relationship between parties to avoid security dilemmas, and may be
a solution to the current impasse in Sino-Japanese relations. While the islands are small
in size with little political and economic strength on their own, they are nevertheless
significant as a result of their strategic position in the region. They also reflect more
imagined Asian parties in the surrounding order. Therefore, Beijing will raise problems
with history, constitutional amendments, and the Yasukumi Shrines. In conclusion, this

article tries to prove BOR theory using a new method.
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