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Light of Civilization: A study of Ryunosuke
Akutagawa's "Hina"

KAOQO, Chi-Hao*
Abstracts

"Hina" written by Ryunosuke Akutagawa, is different from his earlier
works known as "Kaikamono(a group of novels that refer to civilization
of Meiji Period)", such as "Otomi's Virginity" or "Butoukai(Masquerade)"
due to Akutagawa shows his criticism and sentimentalism about the Meiji
Restoration in the text of "Hina".

From the narration of Otsuru, the old female protagonist, we can
recognize how does the Meiji Restoration changes the life styles of
Japanese people. The Hina dolls that are sold to Americans could be the
metaphorical language of capitalism. Mass production and mass
consumption of capitalist society that Japanese Government tried hard to
join shows threats and pessimism to Japanese tradition.

By describing a Japanese family's fate in the Meiji Restoration,
"Hina" shows the light and darkness of civilization, and the crisis of

tradition in the wave of globalization.

Keywords: Ryunosuke Akutagawa, Meiji Restoration, Kaikamono(a
group of novels that refer to civilization of Meiji Period

written by Ryunosuke Akutagawa), Narratology, Capitalism

* Graduate School of Letters, Faculty of Letters, Hokkaido University
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