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A Comparative Study of “NO (DA)” and
“(SHI)... DE” Construction

YEH,Ping-Chieh*
Abstract

In this paper I compare “NO (DA)” and “(SHI...) DE” by viewing
interrogative sentence of Japanese “DOKODE SONO KABANWO
KATTANO?” and interrogative sentence of Chinese “NI SHI ZAl NALI
MAI NAGE BAOBAO DE?” and their replies. In Japanese, as an answer
to DOKODE SONO KABANWO KATTANO, NIHONDE KATTA NODA
or NIHONDE KATTA is allowed, the usage of NODA is not obligatory.
However, for answering NI SHI ZAl NALI MAlI NAGE BAOBAO DE
although WO SHI ZAl RIBEN MAI DE is allowed, #WO SHI ZAIl RIBEN
MAI LE is ungrammatical. In other words, using DE is obligatory. To
elucidate why the usage of DE is obligator, I claim that there are two
types of predications as proposed by Masuoka. In my opinion, LE is
event predication, but DE is property predication. In prior research, it is
considered that we have to use LE befor using DE. However, | argue that
DE could be used without a precede LE if there is a modifier of telic role

of its qualia structure in that sentence.

Keywords: NO (DA), (SHI)... DE, event predication, property predication,

qualia structure
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