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The writing of “Nature” in the literature of
Natsumesoseki —The example of “The
Three-Cornnered World”

SUN, Chih-Lin*

Abstract

In reference to “Nature”, besides the concept of “Nature” to the Japanese, the
Chinese character of “H#X” in the books of “Laotsu” and “Huainanzi” from China
also enriches the concept of “Nature” to the Japanese. In the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries, the word “Nature” in Japanese literature had stirred up quite a
discussion. After several discussion, the Chinese character of “ HZ#A ” was decided
to be used as the word for “Nature”. Natsumesoseki was influenced by both eastern
and western culture and in the literature of Natsumesoseki the word “Nature” had
various meanings. This article tries to take his early work ” The Three-Cornered
World” as a reference to explore and analyze the text of “Nature” comparing with his
undergraduate thesis of “ The Philosophy of Laotsu” and the intertextuality of both.
I have found that the word “Nature” in “ The Three-Cornered World” was the key
word for his artistic concept and the content was directly derived from the thoughts
of Laotsu and Zhuangzi . Natsumesoseki not only wrote with “Nature” to pursuit his
own definition of “Beauty” and “Tao” of Laotsu to reach the platform of
intertextuality. To Natsumesoseki, “Nature/ Beauty” is reflection through . 7%

“and “ 447 “in the lessons of Zhuangzi inner -world.

Keywords : Nature intertextuality Laotsu Tao Beauty

* Chang Jung Christian University Department of Applied Japanese, Adjunct Lecturer
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