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The Japanese Concept of Life and Death
Revealed in the Idea of the Afterlife: From
a Literary Point of View

HSU, Hsiang-Sheng *
Abstract

An afterlife means a world after death, and it is interpreted
differently depending on cultures. In Christian world, the afterlife is
portrayed as joyful paradise full of love and brightness, or inferno with
demons; whereas in Buddhism the afterlife is depicted as Sukhavati or
Hell. With regard to the Japanese, how do they think about the afterlife?
What is the relevance between the Japanese idea of the afterlife and
Shinto and Buddhism believed in by the Japanese? What do Shinto and
Buddhism concretely influence the Japanese concept of life and death?
These are important issues for discussing the Japanese concept of life
and death. In this paper, the portraits of the afterlife in classic literary
works in each period as examples, the unique Japanese idea of death is
discussed. Subsequently, the religious elements contained in variations
of the portraits of the afterlife in Japanese literature are examined and
the Japanese concept of life and death is discussed from the point of view
of the idea of the afterlife. This paper aims to clarify the Japanese
concept of life and death further and to help understand Japanese

religion, thought and culture.

Keywords: afterlife, the concept of life and death, Shinto, Buddhism,

this-worldly orientation, orientation of hereafter
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