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Alien setsuwa in ‘Cathay national history’ of
“Konjyaku Monogatarisyu”
-By Volume 10 issue 32-

TSAI, Chia-Chi*

Abstract

There are 40 setsuwas in Konjyaku Monogatarisyu Volume 10 “ Cathay
national history” which compose Chinese history by editor’s view. But
issue 32(Chinese bandits rob treasures in the palace and kill his father)
which was from India, seems out of place in the “Cathay national
history”. It’s a pity that it is not taken seriously in the study history
because of its specific nature.

Its origin can be traced back to the fifth century B.C., the famous
ancient Greek historian Herodotus's writing “Histories”. The similar
stories can be discovered in the four Buddhist Scriptures: Jataka, Jing Lu
Yi Xiang, Fa Yuan Zhu Lin, Milasarvastivada. After that, they are
gathered in addition to Konjyaku Monogatarisyu, also included in
Chiikosen and Genpei Josuiki in Japan.

The study is based on issue 32(Chinese bandits rob treasures in the
palace and kill his father), collected and organized those similar stories
which were from India, China and Japan, then pointed out the circulation
pathway and relationships between them. The conclusions can be drawn
from comparing with character setting, story line, diction and the theme -
therefore discussing the historic position and characteristic of issue
32(Chinese bandits rob treasures in the palace and kill his father) in

Volume 10 “ Cathay national history”.

Keywords: Konjyaku Monogatarisyu, Cathay, National History,
India setsuwa, King

* Associate Professor of the Department of Japanese Language and Literature, Fu Jen
Catholic University
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