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BUKHARZE [5-7UsE]

The ballad and story in "Kiki"
— Concentrated on the proposing ballads of
Emperor Zinmu

CHEN, Chia-Yu”*
Abstract

"Kiki" is the merged name of "Kojiki" and "Nihonsyoki”. There are 112
ballads in "Kojiki", 128 in "Nihonsyoki", and the total is 240 and named “Kiki
Ballads”, though 53 among them are similar.

Unlike traditional ballads, “Kiki Ballads” strongly connects with story text,
and is almost assumed to depend on story. But, what format and reason do these
ballads exist in? What does “Kiki” want to express by combination of story and
ballad? Not a research before has ever focused on these issues in detail.
Therefore, this paper attempts to explore them in “Kiki Ballads™. At first, the
proposing ballads of Emperor Zinmu (Kojiki 15-19) would be concentrated on.
Through the wording, forms, matching level between ballad and story, etc, we
would like to find out the connection of ballad and story text.

The findings in this paper tell us some features in proposing ballads of
Emperor Zinmu as following: (1) The five ballads in Kojiki 15-19 almost exist in
the form of Utagaki and story at the same time. Overall, “created ballad” based
on Utagaki is the majority. (2) The ballads in Kojiki 15-19 have a "narrative"
function, and they are part of story texts. (3) The proposing story of Emperor
Zinmu is part of the story of Zinmu conquering the East. It has the meaning of
conquering the representative of state’s gods (Oomononusinokami and his
daughter). The proposing ballads have, too. (4) Ookumenomikoto acted as a
guide when Emperor Zinmu conquered the East, and as his substitute in the
proposing story of Emperor Zinmu. He showed off his ability of singing ballad

with special “eyesight”, and that helped Emperor succeed to marry Queen.

Keyword: Kiki, ballad, story, Emperor Zinmu, Ookumenomikoto

* Associate professor of Japanese Language and Culture, National Chengchi University
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