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The Basic Structure of Rites of Inspecting and
Summoning During the Song Dynasty

Matsumoto Koichi®

Abstract

The Rites of Inspecting and Summoning are a kind of Daoist ritual. The
author of this paper analyzes the basic construction of this ritual as it is practiced
in the Rites of Celestial Heart. Building upon the studies of these methods by Liu
Zhong-yu and Edward L. Davis, this study analyzes the construction of these rites
by selecting four kinds of rituals compiled from the end of Tang Dynasty to the
Yuan Dynasty. It compares the basic construction of these four rites and deepens
our understanding of how they were practiced and developed. It begins with an
examination of the Guide to the Golden Lock and the Moving Pearls, a text likely
compiled before Song Dynasty, in an effort to present earlier Rites of Inspecting
and Summoning before the Rites of the Celestial Heart and the Rites of the
Thunder were formed. In an effort to study the development of these practices
during the Rites of the Celestial Heart, the author selects the rituals recorded in the
Correct Rites of the Celestial Heart in Shangqing Tradition and Secret Essentials
of the Most High Principal Zhenren Assisting the Country and Saving the People.
The author then analyzes the Rites of the Thunder, with special attention paid to
the Rites of General Ma in Daofahuiyuan (chapter 222). This paper also studies
the rites of General Tianpeng in Daofahuiyuan (chapters 156-168) to address
further developments of the ritual. The basic structure of these four rites are
similar but they differ on minor points and provide separate ritual strategies for
practices such as on arranging narrow or broad covers, on making an evil ghost
possess a young boy, and the prison in which take in evil ghost.

Keywords: Daoist ritual, the Rites of Inspecting and Summoning, evil ghosts
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