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The Myth of Wen Qiong and Daoist Orthodoxy:
A Comparison Between Liu Yu and Huang
Gongjin’s “Earth Spirit Ritual” (Digifa)

Kao, Chen-Hung’

Abstract

This article compares “Earth Spirit Ritual” (digifa #jikj% ) written by Liu Yu
(2% ) and “The Supplementary Discussion of the Earth Spirit” ( “Digixuyulun” #h
ik#ERRa ) and “The Biography of Grand Guardian Wen, Supreme Commander of
Earth Spirit” (“Diqishangjiang Wen taibaozhuan” Hjif_F/EHE AR ) written by
Huang Gongjin (Z/ ) . It demonstrates that Huang Gongjin advocates for the
superiority of this Daoist ritual system with both the “New orthodoxy pedigree,” in
which the grandmaster is Celestial Master Zhang Xujing (g KEl) and the myth of
Wen Qiong (7535 ) . At the same time, it also provides theories on destroying demons
and thus considered a low-order ritual system rooted in folk religion. In addition, this
article also points out how many gods that were “dead generals of defeated armies”
(baijunsijiang BEIEHS ) or “plague gods” (yishen J%jifl ) are worshipped together
at the Temple of Eastern Peak (BE$tEj) in Southern China. This may be influenced
by Tianxinzhengfa( K[, 1F3% ) rituals that “borrowed soldiers” (jieyuebing &5k ),
thus priests or ritual masters there established covenanted relationship with some
efficacious popular Gods of Temple (cishen filjiil ) , thus creating the Primal Marshal
rituals (yuanshuaifa JTEME ) . Because of this, the temple of Eastern Peak has become
the best channel of communication with the popular religions and Daoism, and has led
to a close link between the two. Daoism has assimilated many folk gods in it with this
way, and has shaped a new religious landscape.

Keywords: Daofahuiyuan, Earth Spirit Ritual, Marshal God, Wen Qiong, Temple
of Eastern Peak
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