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The Faism, Daoism-Faism Relations, and the Annual
Heaven-sacrificing Rituals of Tamsui:
A Study of the Zongyi, Baoan and Fudemiaofu Temples

Hsiao, Chin-ming’

Abstract

This article explores the following issues: (1) What are the sects, origins,
development, rituals and characteristics of Tamsui’s Faism? (2) What are the status,
function, roles of Tamsui’s Faist Priests and the relations between Daoists, Faist
priests and spirit mediums? (3) What are the symbols, meaning, function and
cultural, philosophical and psychological foundations of Tamsui’s annual
heaven-sacrificing rituals? After a thorough investigation, we find there are many
Faist sects such as Sannai, Mao-shan, Tianshi, and Jiutianxuannii in Tamsui. Among
these sects, Sannai sect is the most important one. Owing to having so many sects,
the rituals, spread and relations between Daoism and Faism are complex and diverse.
The last part of this article concentrates on the characteristics of the Zongyi, Baoan
and Fudemiaofu temples.

By carefully comparing the similarities and dissimilarities between these three
temples, we find an analogous purpose and cosmic order underlying the annual
heaven-sacrificing rituals of these temples.

Keywords: Faism, Sannai Sect, Knives Ladder, Heaven-sacrificing Ritual,
Taoism-Faism Relations
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