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Ven. Sheng Yen’s®j& Dharma Heir Ven. Chi Chern#l&f%:
The Chinese Buddhist Community Established by Malaysian
and Taiwanese Buddhists

Yu-chen Li
Professor, Graduate Institute of Religious Studies,

National Cheng Chi University

Abstract

In this paper, I take Ven. Chi Chern’s (1955-) course of carrying forward
the Buddha’s teachings as a case study to study the international Chinese
Buddhist community established by Malaysian and Taiwanese Buddhists. Chi
Chern is a leader of the Malaysian Chinese Buddhist community, tonsured by
Ven. Zhumo™: %, and the dharma heir of Ven. Sheng Yen. He is active in Ma-
laysia, Taiwan, America, and Europe, leading Chan meditation as well as pro-
moting Buddhist art and literature. He was tonsured in Penang and, in Tai-
wan, received the precepts and studied. As a part of at least 25% of Malaysian
students of Taiwanese Buddhist seminars and colleges, he is representative
of a long period of cooperation between Malaysian and Taiwanese Buddhists.
This testifies to the fact that the globalization of Taiwanese Buddhism is not a
one-way expansion. It is a transnational alliance as opposed to the globaliza-
tion or localization two opposing frameworks. This research helps to explain

the formation of a contemporary international Chinese Buddhist community.

Keywords: Chinese Buddhist community, Ven. Chi Chern, Malaysian Chi-
nese Buddhism, the globalization of Taiwanese Buddhism,
Dharma Drum Mountain ( Fagu shaniE5%111)






