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Translate, Vanguard!

Translation and Introduction of Foreign Literature

and National Imagination in Qianfeng Yuekan

Chen Shuo-win
Abstract

While proletariat literature and leftist ideas thrived in the early 1930s
in China, the movement for nationalist literature, launched by the KMT
(Guomindang) government, emerged in response to it. Qianfeng yuekan
(Vanguard Monthly), a representative journal of this movement, was
published by the “Xiandai Publisher” in Shanghai. The periodical made a
major contribution to the theoretical development of nationalist literature.
The authors and funders of this journal are associated with the literary
society called “Vanguard”, which existed briefly in the early 1930s, and
was well connected to the Shanghai literary circle. While advocating the
nationalism of Sun Yatsen in the literary sphere by publishing novels,
poems, and plays of the nationalist literature and movement, the editors
and authors of the Vanguard Monthly also paid considerable attention to
finding theoretical justification in foreign literatures. Through examining

the translation of foreign literature in Vanguard Monthly, this paper
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investigates how the editors and authors of the Monthly interpreted foreign
literatures, and formed a concept of national literature by borrowing
foreign literature as an inspiration. Moreover, by examining the exotic
writing of Huang Zhenxia, the most important Chinese nationalist
literature writer, this paper explores how the editors and writers of the
Monthly imagined the new China, by mimicking and modifying “the
colonial gaze” of the foreign other. This paper concludes on how the
national cultural imagination was interwoven with foreign literature and
culture, and elaborates on the complexity of modern Chinese culture and

literature in the early twentieth century.

Keywords: movement for nationalist literature, Qianfeng yuekan
(Vanguard Monthly), Huang Zhenxia, translation of foreign

literature, national culture imagination.
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Lawrence Venuti, “Translation and the formation of cultural identities,” in
Schiffner, C. and H. Kelly-Holmes (eds.) Cultural Functions of Translation
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Susan Sontag, “Fascinating Fascism,” (1974) in 4 Susan Sontag Reader (New

York: Farrar Straus and Giroux, 1982), 305-325.
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* Shih Shumei, The Lure of the Modern: Writing Modernism in Semicolonial
China, 1917-1937 (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1995), 36.



110 REBA L EF

(PEELIHEW R 72 8% ) ~ TEAZR (1906-1988) FERY AR 3£ JE AR {E SR
FiTiE HE JE 7 (Avetis Aharonian * 1866-1948) Y (SF& A ) (1~
2 01) ~ v A (BERWIMPER AU SE 44 0 1900-1968) 35 H £ B K F 5
REFTE (T i {F Nschoel Gold » J £ 35 Al » & £ Michael Gold )
(/iR CREEIBA L) (3 1) " BEBIEREHSE (Guy de
Maupassant * 1850-1893) W)/t : CKEEZEIL) (Le Pére Milon »
FaW) REHRE (1886-1969) Y (—HIRM) (Un duel > 557 1) »
EBIEFGEAmEL (Jack London » 1876-1916) WI{ES L E @R - BIE
HAL (1896-1980) () (M) (54 1) F0 CHE ! B! #B ! ) (28
SHA) o BAL - B A ER R R 5 % (Ludwig Renn
1889-1979 » BLig FIV)RMEH %) 19 (B35 ) (555 H1) ~ FEEI{ER
e #7 & (Hermann Kesten » 1900-1996) ) (&£ THI @)% ) (5
7))~ BEEEE (1905-1975) FEMRIIFIEEERAIEL KR (Yordan
Yovkov > 1880-1937 » MEEFIVIERAEE A4 ) #Y (HAE) (55 HA) ~ 1%
SRR H EBIER ZMIME (Alfred Tressider * 1871-1947) [y (£
F) (S > DUREEAGRMAFER (Hamlin Garland > 1860-1940)
) (FRPIES) (7)) %% o ESHEENE SRR N+
REGE AL ~ RIEEZE ~ BRAIE AR - HrhRE (HimE
GE0) HLBERR RS EAB RIS - T mEET > 7
Flrg2RERIEMN » FERBIRE 1931 2 miad - BEsR B #{EH

O R 5% SR 4 S T e » FE LR S ~ VRS » TS
SR E 175 22 B K%/ )R 5% Michael “Mike” Gold (1894-1967) » HAF /iy
QAR R AN) (Jews Without Money) HEFIIG KIS R AR FE S HEKT B
AENE 0 121930 IR RS REE KBRVE » (B RN - R EBIRK
R I — (L - T A M SCERE R o A B R AR A Y S B
TPy BB FIT SRR — LA SRRV i > HORR IR AN S T iay © 38 S
T CHiEEATD) S N NRIEERIRE > BEEEEEERRE - S MmEEH
FHENGE T R SCEE 2 RIFEREGHAEAN IR EREQR - Bk
HAESZ ST » & R John Pyros, Mike Gold: Dean of American Proletarian
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Identity, 1895-1937. (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2005), 56-65.
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