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New Youth’s Worldview: Qu Qiubai and

Dialectical Materialism

Jian Jin-sheng
Abstract

History and historiography of Marxism influenced by Mao Zedong’s
Thought see Qu Qiubai as a “correct” illuminator of Marxism-Leninism,
but with insufficient theoretical depth and “left” errors of revolution line.
With Mao Zedong at the central role, these studies allocate Qu Qiubai
rather insignificant role in the phase between historical materialism and
dialectical materialism.

This paper argues that Qu Qiubai’s dialectical materialism was
indispensable during the early years of the Chinese Communist Party. Qu’s
theory of historical materialism confirms a theory of transformation from
the physical world to human society and history, and further develops a
material monism as a coherent frame of knowledge which provided the
accurate and solid cosmology and epistemology for Chinese Bolsheviks.
In this way, dialectical materialism resolved the tensions between free will
and determinism.

Therefore, Qu Qiubai on the one hand purged the “incorrect”

Marxists from the socialist circles. On the other hand, by participating
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in the debates of the prospects of Chinese civilization and scientism, Qu
managed to promote Marxism as more effective ideology for “moving

people’s hearts”.

Keywords: The May Fourth Movement, Qu Qiubai, Marxism-Leninism,

dialectical materialism, historical materialism
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