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Mu Dan Gui Min Theater Troupe’s Performances
in Singapore in the 1960s

Tsai Hsin-hsin
Professor
Graduate Institute of Taiwanese Literature
National Chengchi University

Abstract: After the Pacific War, the Taiwanese kua-a opera resumed its
commercial performances in Southeast Asia. Mu Dan Gui Min Theater
Troupe, because many of its members were famous actors and actresses,
became a theater troupe that figured most prominently in the history of
Taiwanese opera. It was founded in 1964 by Chen Feishan and Huang
Xi. Their basic members were enlisted from the Zhonghua Xing Theater
Troupe of Tainan, and additional eleven ones from the North. Upon ex-
amining the inter-personal relations between members of Mu Dan Gui,
New Taiguang (1962), and Baihua (1964) Min Theater Troupes, one may de-
tect a certain network that will help us explore the troupe-hiring mecha-
nism and patterns of troupe members’ composition in Singapore and
Malaysia. In this study, I employ the “triple evidence” strategy. By inte-
grating evidences from newspaper archives and journal articles, actual
objects such as photos, vinyl records, and theater bills, field investiga-
tion, and oral history interview records, I sort out the history of the
mechanism of Taiwanese kua-a opera troupes’ overseas performances,
composition of the troupe members, the theater environment, genres of
opera, and vinyl recordings in Singapore. I reconstruct the historical
scenario of Mu Dan Gui’s engagements overseas and bridge up gaps of
its dissemination history in Southeast Asia.

Key words: Singapore, Taiwan traditional opera, Mu Dan Gui Min
Theater Troupe, vinyl records, 1960s.



