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Human Rights' Issues Involved in
Cross-Border Marriages:
A Preliminary Case Study of Taiwan's
"Mainland Brides"

(invited) ———— Hsiao-hung Nancy Chen

[ Abstract ]

Based on previous field studies, secondary data such as government statistics as well as poli-
cies and regulations implemented pertaining to the eligibilities of foreign (mainland mainly) brides
seeking permanent residency and citizenship of Taiwan and human rights country reports released
by the US Department of State, this article adopting higher "human rights" standard has tried to,
among other things, analyze the magnitude as to the total population (foreign/mainland brides)
affected, discussed some salient issues which may Vioiate or somewhat against human rights prin-
ciples set by UN as early as 1948. These issues include the eligibilities required for granting "work-
ing rights" to them; acknowledge the status of these brides under marital status change due to their
Taiwanese spouses' death or divorce; the recognition of high educational degree/diploma earned;
trafficking related to illegal smuggling-in young women for prostitutes, sometimes through the
channel of fake marriage; wife abuse and sexual harassment; etc. The paper proposed three major
areas for policy makers to ponder: (1). How to draw a line between "humanitarian" and "human
rights" considerations; (2). How to strike a balance between "political" and "human rights" consid-
erations; and (3). How to construct viable conditions for bringing about an authentic "multicultur-
al" society under globalizing trend.

The paper in no way dares to claim as exhaustive, it is nevertheless held by the author that
applying higher human rights standard to assess the status-quo as to how Taiwan is treating their
sister/daughter in law from Mainland China certainly would broaden the horizon in dealing with
new immigrants and thus the human rights ideals elucidated in the Constitution hopefully can be

truly materialized thereafter.

Keywords:mainland (foreign) brides, human rights, trafficking, permanent res-

idency & citizenship, wife abuse, sexual harassment
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