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Abstract

This study regarded the cultural field of erotic consumption in Taiwan and Joseon as the
“Third Space” during the Japanese colonial period as the means for comparing colonial history
between these two countries. The study objective was to break through the oppressive, resistant
narrative of binary opposition to establish a novel genealogy for colonial comparison,

expounding on the delayed historic and cultural encounter between these two countries.

Female workers in the sex industry have long been positioned as obscure, unscrupulous,
and vulgar. History often ignores their existence and rarely evaluates them fairly. This study
analyzed and compiled firsthand literature and research materials related to erotic consumption
culture in Taiwan and Joseon. Using induction and deduction, this study analyzed texts
published in contemporary print media to provide theoretical interpretations of social and
cultural implications. Considering the sociopolitical background and cultural-historical
customs in which this cultural sector was generated, this study explored the rivalry and
operation of power blocs where female workers were involved in erotic consumption.
Consequently, female body images published in print media from the erotic consumption
culture of the two countries (heterogeneous cultural domains of erotic consumption) were
analyzed. Based on the concepts of gaze, body, and code, this study investigated the creation of
codes by a disciplined group of female workers to form an open text under power operation.
Additionally, the sociocultural implications of the female body images were analyzed. Finally,
this study analyzed the writing of contemporary male intellectuals concerning erotic culture and
of female workers engaging in sex industry. Acquiring the voices of the two major groups in
this domain enabled this study to revisit relevant historic scenes while reintroducing the women
within the sex industry to history.

Developed in a unique historical background, the symbiotic circle of erotic consumption
culture contains rivalry among various powers. Female workers were constantly forced to
survive among layers of power blocs. On the surface, these women appeared lower class, but
in fact, they possessed a social status with autonomy and cultural capital. This study discussed
the existence of this unique group of businesswomen from the perspectives of culture and social

capital. After investigating these female workers, who were scarcely acknowledged by history,
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this study presented a novel comparison of the culture between Taiwan and Joseon during the
Japanese colonial period.

Keywords: the Japanese colonial period, the cultural field of erotic consumption, geisha,

Kisaeng, café waitress (jokyu), woman, public print media, cultural and social capital, power,
writing
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