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Abstract

This study discusses the nationalistic narrative on Chinese television with a

purpose to understand relationships, if any, among the physical sports, political

policies, and the television programs by using the well-known sports variety show

“Beat the Champions™ as the case of study.

The results show that the values and ideologies of nationalism were easily

reflected in following aspects. First, athletes broadly treated as national heroes

because they all worked hard to win medals for the motherland. Second, thoughts of

positive energy come from programs showing sportsmanship practices. Third, the

concept of "strength” was used to imply the recognition of China being a powerful

and modernized nation after fulfilling the Chinese Socialism.

This study also finds that political propaganda of nationalism was transmitted

through the use of "symbolic signs™ such as national flags and slogans. By this way,

athletes were considered as symbols of the nation, reflecting the spirits of seriousness

and hard work, self-respect and self-confidence for challenging.

In order to construct nationalism and promote national policies, ““Beat The

Champions’ have been employed as a political ideology of communication tools to

unit national strength and build patriotism, also as a communication platform to

iv
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construct different forms of nationalistic narrative, and to convey national

consciousness to the public.

Keywords: nationalism, TV variety, political propaganda, ideology, physical sports
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AEESORE BAGRIRERRE (FH) ~ REE > 2010 5 fE{ERS - 2013)

ARG BRI SRR LS - BT 1980 410 AREIEH IRIEY -

NS
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T BEEFES - AR SRRSO Z ERTAOR -
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iERF (R.Hart) f£ 1997 4E58 %y | SEEAYRE | 2 T A HHYAYSES S
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