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Abstract

Nowadays, it’s common to use dating applications. However, in the media
representation, dating apps are frequently associated with “bad sex” such as hook-up,
two-timing and cheating. As a result, many dating app users tend to obscure the fact
that they are using it. Drawing on Gayle Rubin’s sexual hierarchy theory and Goffman’s
stigma management theory, this study illustrates how using dating apps is stigmatized
and how the users manage them. The study demonstrates that the stigma of using dating
apps are often associated with casual sex and two-timing. Also, female users experience
slut-shaming from their friends and family more often than their male counterparts. The
study also identifies three main stigma managing strategies, including discourse
management, interface management, and space management. The dating app users

choose different strategies in different social situations.

Keywords: stigma management, sexual hierarchy, dating apps, Wootalk
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o4
Jeca. cql,b 7

Non-
procreative

Pornography

The outer limits:
Bad, Abnormal, Unnatural,
Damned Sexuality

Homosexual
Unmarried
Promiscuous
Non-procreative
Commercial
Alone or in groups
Casual
Cross-generational
In public
Pomography
With manufactured objects
Sadomasochistic
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At bame “ AT 2y male cooples

: Lesbises in the bar
Promiscaos gAY men &
the baths o2 in the park

Transvessio
Tearasexas

- Femubics
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For rsoney
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Worst

Best
Ficurs 2. The sex hierarchy: the struggle over where to draw the line
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