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Geopolitical Risk Analysis of the Belt and Road Initiative

Abstract

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is one of the most important economic
strategies of Mainland China in the twenty first century. Facing globalization, the
current strategy of pursuing high economic growth rate is challenged by transformation,
over production, increased energy demand and the imbalance of regional development,
etc. Therefore, there is an urgent demand for structural reform in China's economy. For
the purpose of maintaining the momentum of economic growth, BRI has advantages of
being more open and increased interconnection with countries and regions along the
route, which can promote economic development and expand the geopolitical influence
of China. However, the expectation of bringing economic and geopolitical benefits may
result in relative degree of geopolitical risks to the highly complicated BRI.

The current study analyzed the risks in terms of governance, terrorism, the Great
Power Game and legal issues along the route. All of which are bottlenecks that are
extremely difficult to overcome. Among them, terrorism and the Great Power Game
have cross-domain spillover effect, which has highest impact that China alone cannot

cope with.

Keywords: The Belt and Road Initiative , Geopolitical Risk, Terrorism, The

Great Power Game.
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