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Abstract

Taiwan’s new immigrants have totaled more than 5.3 million until January 2018 >who
have become another very important ethnic group in Taiwan. The female marriage
immigrants who are from Southeast Asian countries and Mainland China are
traditionally known as vulnerable groups, however, in recent years, more and more
new female immigrants have actively participated in community activities, like
volunteering in NGOs and getting involved in public affairs, which led to building
their personal social support network and accumulating social capital.

From the Social Capital Theory, in the first, this study intends to explore the new
female immigrants’ motivation, experience and difficulty in the process of community
participation; besides, to investigate how new female immigrants accumulate social
capital through community participation; lastly, to conclude the suggestion for new
female immigrants social welfare policy. By purposive sampling and accompanied by
snowball sampling, qualitative data from semi-structured in-depth interviews with

new female immigrants and senior social workers are collected.

The results showed that the motivations for new female immigrants to participate in
community activities include self-development and achieve personal goals, obtain
external resources, expand social network and prevent social discrimination. In the
factors influencing participating in community activities, strong ties and weak ties are
both very important to new female immigrants, especially when strong ties are broken,
weak ties( formal and informal social network) could provide instrumental and
emotional support, and then converted financial capital, cultural capital and political
capital. From the social point of view, the community participation of new female
immigrants , have greatly promoted social inclusion and culture diversity, worth
paying more attention by government and social welfare policy.

Key Words : New Female Immigrant, Foreign Spouse, Community Participation,

Social Capital, Social Support Network
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