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Abstract

During the Cold War period, Vietnam had been one of the most important strategic
allies for the Soviet Union. Its weapons were mainly supplied by the Soviet Union, and
both countries had close relations. Shortly after the Soviet Union collapsed, Russia
wanted to improve its relationship with Western countries by alienating itself from

Eastern countries, expecting to receive economic aid from the West.

After the inauguration of President Putin, Russia switched its focus from West to
East. President Putin started building bilateral relationships with Eastern countries, and
Vietnam was the first country in his strategic plan for ASEAN. In light of establishing
economic and military relations with Vietnam, this could further enhance their regional
influence in the Asia-Pacific region and implement its eastern policies; President Putin
emphasized and treated its diversification policy in the Asia-Pacific region as a base to
facilitate its “Turn to the East” policy. This paper argues that the Russian-Vietnamese
relationship under the Putin Administration is the key turning point for Russia to

develop its future cooperation with additional eastern countries.

Keyword: Russia, Vietnam, Turn to the East
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% Dmitry Streltsov , “Competing Worldviews and the Changing Order in Asia” , Annual Conference of
the Ifri Center for Asian Studies, 2017. Pp.6-7.
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% Erik Berglof, “Diversifying russia”, EBRD,
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http://seafood.vasep.com.vn/whybuy/660 11047/vietnam-the-largest-trading-partner-of-russia-in-
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% Nikolai V. Fedorov, “New policy towards Vietnam? state administration of the Russian federation
and a realization of the free trade agreement between the EAEU and Vietnam” , Public Administration

Issues, 2018, pp.76-78.
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122 Vietsovpetro introduction, JOINT VENTURE VIETSOVPETRO,
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