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Abst rac t  

This study is to analyze the decision-making process involved in general edu-

cation at Georgetown University. This paper is divided into seven parts, including the 

introduction, research methodology, theoretical framework, development of general 

education requirements at Georgetown, decision-making model of the curriculum at 

Georgetown, and the conclusions. Three management modelsthe bureaucratic model, 

the collegial model, and the political modelare used as the theoretical framework to 

examine the decision-making process in curriculum design. The role of administrators 

and faculty members as well as the interaction among them during the process are also 

discussed. 

The findings of this study are that: (1) professionalism and multiculturalism are 
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the current trends in curriculum development; (2) lay faculty members are able to 

participate in the decision-making process of curriculum design; (3) collegial and 

bureaucratic models are used interchangeably in the decision-making of curriculum 

design; and (4) given Jesuit tradition and mission, a political model rarely prevails in 

the decision-making process.  

Keywords: Georgetown University, general education, bureau-
cratic model, collegial model, political model 
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