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Japan-Korea Coopetition since 1969:
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Gas Fields
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Abstract

This research analyzed the characteristics of repeated cooperation and
conflicts between Japan and Korean over disputes of the East China Sea oil
and gas field based on the Japan-Korea quasi-alliance model of Victor D.
Cha. In previous disputes over the East China Sea oil and gas fields, the
characteristics of Japan-Korea interaction are organized as follows:

(1) When the instability level of abandonment or entrapment faced by
Japan and Korea in their bilateral relationship is asymmetric, conflict arises
between Korea and Japan, and each of them tries to cooperate with China
separately. An example was the case after the Nixon visit in 1972; (2 ) When
the instability level of abandonment or entrapment faced by Japan and Korea
in their bilateral relationship is symmetric, Japan and Korea forms a
cooperative relationship, and the drive to cooperate with China decreases.
One example was the official enactment of the Korea-Japan Agreement on
Joint Continental Shelf Development on June 22, 1978, after President Carter
proposed a plan to withdraw US forces in Korea; (3 ) After the June North-
South Korean meeting in 2000, the inter-Korean relationship was stabilized,
opening an opportunity for Japan and Korea to cooperate on the issue of East
China Sea oil and gas field; (4 ) When China tries to incapacitate the Japan-
China median line drawn by Japan, Japan involves Korea in the name of
exploration data research, Korea-Japan Joint Development Zone (JDZ), to
utilize a low-level Japan-Korea cooperation. By doing so, Japan solidified its

stance on the Japan-China median line; (5)If Japan acts too passively in
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implementing the Korea-Japan Agreement on Join Continental Shelf
Development and damages Korea’s national interests, Korea actively refutes
Japan’s median line principle. A main supporting case was the Korean
submission of formal report to the CLCS in 2012; ( 6 ) After the rise of China,
a change in the East China Sea situation is all the more desired. However, as
the US pursues a pivot to Asia, more difficulties are expected in Japan-Korea

cooperation in the East China Sea oil and gas fields.

Keywords: Japan, Korea, East China Sea oil and Gas Fields, Japan-Korea Quasi-

alliance, Korea-Japan Joint Development Zone
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