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Scalar presuppositions in language acquisition and language processing

<<Abstract>>

Scalar inferences are central to language-based communication: utterances are expected to be as informative as possible given the
knowledge state of the speaker and a question under discussion (Grice 1975, etc.). Language provides a variety of means to support,
structure and constrain scalar inferences including conventionalizing scalar inferences into the lexical meaning of expressions (scalar
presuppositions) as well as form-based constraints on alternatives relevant for computing the scalar inferences in question. This talk
explores these linguistic means by examining how scalar presuppositions associated with focus particles (only, even, etc.) and the
structure of alternatives triggered by focus interact with conversational scalar inferences (noteworthiness) during language acquisition
and language comprehension in adults.
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o Cedric Boeckx (ICREA/Universitat de Barcelona)
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« “Evolution of brain endocast and human language capacity”
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« Dietrich Stout (Emory University)

« “Stone tools and language evolution: the technological pedagogy hypothesis”
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Invited Symposium II:Syntax and Semantics in Child Language Acquisition
Chair: Katsuo Tamaoka (Nagoya University, Japan)

1. The role of cognitive abilities in children’s meaning comprehension
Utako Minai (University of Kansas, USA)



2. On the acquisition of the non-subject status of nominative objects in Japanese
Tetsuya Sano (Meiji Gakuin University, Japan)

3. AFilled Gap Stage in German Relative Clause Acquisition
Kazuko Yatsushiro (Leibniz-Zentrum Allgemeine Sprachwissenschaft, Berlin, Germany)

/4. Discussant
Martin Hackl (Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA)

SRR PR E20EBRER KRR FETERR
E R

SRR E 20N ERYER KRR TR AR
Mz T GO

ZERIZZBH~  jsls-conf[algooglegroups.com

=Zh

= R AR — 43— http://www.jsls.jpn.org/

JSLS2018 / Proudly powered by WordPress



