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LAW AT THE CROSSROADS: LE DROIT A LA CROISEE DES CHEMINS

For thousands of years the place where the City of Toronto is located has been a crossroad where many peoples have met and had
fruitful exchanges. According to some Indigenous knowledge keepers, the word “Toronto” comes from the Wendat term for a fishing weir
constructed of sticks standing in the water. Lake and river fishing has been an important activity for the area’s many Indigenous peoples,
including Huron-Wendat, Haudenosaunee, Mississauga and Chippewa. The Indigenous knowledge frameworks and laws of the peoples
of this area encourage a multilayered understanding of an item such as a fishing weir in terms of its natural, sacred, practical and social
meanings.

The area continues to be home to many Indigenous people from all over Canada and beyond, but Toronto has also been shaped by
immigration flows from many parts of the world, with about half of its current residents being born outside of Canada.

The Law and Society Association and the Canadian Law and Society Association hope that our joint meeting in Toronto will be creative
and fruitful, in keeping with the traditional use of this land as a gathering place, and that visitors to the area will take the opportunity to
make new connections not only with one another but also with diverse local communities.
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