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! £ H Nicholas J. Wheeler, Saving Strangers: Humanitarian Interventions in International
Society (Oxford: Oxford University press, 2000).
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2 Michael Barnett, “Duties Beyond Borders,” in Steve Smith, Amelia Hadfield, and Tim
Dunne, eds., Foreign Policy: Theories, Actors, Cases (New York: Oxford University Press,
2008).

® Andrew Linklater, “Globalization and the Transformation of Political Community”, in John
Baylis, Steve Smith & Patricia Owens, eds., The Globalization of World Politics: An
Introduction to International Relations (Oxford: New York: Oxford University Press, 2008), p.
549.

* Tim Dunne and Brian C. Schmidt, “Realism,” in John Baylis, Steve Smith & Patricia
Owens, eds., The Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction to International Relations
(Oxford; New York: Oxford University Press, 2008), p. 93.
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® Tim Dunne and Brian C. Schmidt, “Realism,” op. cit., p. 92.

® Richard Shapcott, “International Ethics,” in John Baylis, Steve Smith & Patricia Owens,
eds., The Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction to International Relations (Oxford,;
New York: Oxford University Press, 2008).
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” Friedrich Meiecke, trans. by Douglas Scott, Machiavellism: The Doctrine of Raison D *état
and its Place in Modern History (N.J.; London: Transaction, 1997), p. 1. ; Jonathan Haslam,
No Virtue Like Necessity: Realist Thought in International Relations since Machiavelli
( London: Yale University Press, 2002), p. 17.

® Michael J. Smith, Realist Thought from Weber to Kissinger (Bato Rouge: Louisiana State
University Press, 1986), p. 15.

° Tim Dunne and Brian C. Schmidt, “Realism,” op. cit., p. 93.

Y Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, edited, with an introduction by C. B. Macpherson
(Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1968), p. 185.

1 Hans J. Morgenthau, Scientific Man Versus Power Politics (London: Latimer House, 1947),
p. 165.

12 Brian C. Schmit, “Competing Realist Conceptions of Power,” Millennium, Vol. 33, No. 3
(June 2005), p. 527.
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' Tim Dunne and Brian C. Schmidt, “Realism,” op. cit., p. 93-94.

% Michael C. Desch, “It Is Kind to Be Cruel: The Humanity of American Realism,” Review
of International Studies, Vol. 29, No. 3(July 2003), p. 419.

5 Alastair J. H. Murray, Reconstructing Realism: Between Power Politics and Cosmopolitan
Ethics (Edinburgh: Keele University Press, 1997).

6 Anatol Lieven & John Hulsman, “Ethical Realism and Contemporary Challenges,”
American Foreign Policy Interests, Vol. 28, No. 6(December 2006), p. 413.

7 Reinhold Niebuhr, The Nature and Destiny of man: A Christina interpretation (London:
Nisbet, 1941), cited in Michael J. Smith, Realist Thought from Weber to Kissinger (Bato
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Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1986), p. 103.

'8 Reinhold Niebuhr, The Children of Light and The Children of Darkness: A Vindication of
Democracy and A Critique of its Traditional Defenders (London: Nisbet, 1945), pp. 1-20.

9 Michael J. Smith, Realist Thought from Weber to Kissinger, op. cit., pp. 99, 134. ; Joel H.
Rosenthal, Righteous Realists: Political Realism, Responsible Power, and American Culture
in the Nuclear Age (Baton Rouge and London: Louisiana State University Press, 1991), p. 16.
20" Anatol Lieven & John Hulsman, Ethical Realism: A Vision for America’s Role in the World
(New York: Pantheon Books, 2006), p. 60.

! Robin W. Lovin, Reinhold Niebuhr and Christian Realism (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1995), p. 160.

22 Michael J. Smith, Realist Thought from Weber to Kissinger, op. cit., p. 134.

2 Michael C. Desch, “It Is Kind to Be Cruel: The Humanity of American Realism,” op. cit., p.
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416.

?* Hans J. Morgenthau, Politics Among Nations: The Struggle for Power and Peace (New
York: Knopf, 1967), pp. 1-30, 2, 8, 25, 26.

% Hans J. Morgenthau, In Defense of the National Interest: A Critical Examination of
American Foreign Policy (New York: Knopf, 1951), pp. 4-33.

% Hans J. Morgenthau, Scientific Man Versus Power Politics (London: Latimer House, 1947),
p. 165.

%" Morgenthau, Politics Among Nations, op. cit., pp. 4, 31.
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%8 Hedley Bull, The Anarchical Society: A Study of Order in World Politics (New York:
Columbia University Press, 1977), p. 19. ; Brian C. Schmit, “Competing Realist Conceptions
of Power,” Millennium, Vol. 33, No. 3(June 2005), p. 527.

2 Alastair J. H. Murray, Reconstructing Realism: Between Power Politics and Cosmopolitan
Ethics (Edinburgh: Keele University Press, 1997), p. 87.

% Morgenthau, Politics Among Nations, op. cit., pp. 9, 10.

31 Hans J. Morgenthau, “The Political Science of E. H. Carr,” World Politics, Vol. 1, No. 1
(October 1948), pp. 129, 134.

%2 Hans J. Morgenthau, Politics Among Nations, op. cit., pp. 7-8.
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% Michael J. Smith, Realist Thought from Weber to Kissinger, op. cit., p. 165.

% George F. Kennan, “The Source of Soviet Conduct,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 25(1946/1947), p.
575.

% George Kennan, The Nuclear Delusion: Soviet-American Relations in the Atomic Age
(New York: Pantheon Books, 1982), quoted in Joel H. Rosenthal, Righteous Realists: Political
Realism, Responsible Power, and American Culture in the Nuclear Age, op. cit., p. 8.

% Joel H. Rosenthal, Righteous Realists: Political Realism, Responsible Power, and American
Culture in the Nuclear Age, op. cit., p. xvi.

37 Michael J. Smith, Realist Thought from Weber to Kissinger, op. cit., p. 172.
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%8 Michael J. Smith, Realist Thought from Weber to Kissinger, op. cit., p. 165.

% Alastair J. H. Murray, Reconstructing Realism: Between Power Politics and Cosmopolitan
Ethics, op. cit., pp. 125-126.

0 Hans J. Morgenthau, Politics in the Twentieth Century (Chicago and London: University of
Chicago Press, 1971), p. 205.

1 Hans J. Morgenthau, Scientific Man vs. Power Politics, op. cit., p. 173.
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2 Robert W. McElroy, Morality and American Foreign Policy: The Role of Ethics in
International Affairs (Princeton: New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1992), p. 21.

* Alastair J. H. Murray, Reconstructing Realism: Between Power Politics and Cosmopolitan
Ethics, op. cit., p. 48.

* Joel H. Rosenthal, Righteous Realists: Political Realism, Responsible Power, and American
Culture in the Nuclear Age, op. cit., p. 43.

** Max Weber, “Politics as a Vocation,” in H. H. Gerth and C. Wright Mills, eds., From Max
Weber: Essays in Sociology (New York: Oxford University Press, 1958), pp. 20-115.
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*® Joel H. Rosenthal, Righteous Realists: Political Realism, Responsible Power, and American
Culture in the Nuclear Age, op. cit., p. 43.

*" Anatol Lieven & John Hulsman, “Ethical Realism and Contemporary Challenges,”
American Foreign Policy Interests, op. cit., p. 77.

8 Max Weber, “Politics as a Vocation,” op. cit., p. 125.

* Joel H. Rosenthal, Righteous Realists: Political Realism, Responsible Power, and American
Culture in the Nuclear Age, op. cit., pp. 45, 127.

%0 Hans J. Morgenthau, “Another ‘Great Debate’: The National Interest of the United States,”
American Political Science Review, Vol. 46, No. 4(December 1952), p. 988.
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5 Hans J. Morgenthau, Politics Among Nations: The Struggle for Power and Peace, op. cit., p.
10.

52 Morgenthau, Scientific Man Versus Power Politics, op. cit., p. 160.

> Morgenthau, Politics in the Twentieth Century, op. cit., pp. 8-17.
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A Preliminary Study of Ethical Realism

Chang, Chih-Hann
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Abstract

For classical realists, the desire for power and the pursuit of self-interests
is derived from human nature. However, it is worth noting that Hans J.
Morgenthau claimed that man is a political animal by nature but he is also a
moral being, which distinguish human beings from animals. Morgenthau, who
emphasized the importance of morality, together with Reinhold Niebuhr and
George Kennan, are identified as the intellectual fathers of ethical realism. The
modern ethical realists recognize that the controlling nature of selfishness and
will-to-power is inescapable and therefore the darkness of human nature
ultimately leads to an imperfect human world. Despite their pessimistic view
of human nature, ethical realists also stress that man is a creature with a moral
purpose and tries to create a better world for all human beings. If one wants to
act ethically, particularly for professional politicians in the political sphere,
one has to recognize the role of power and make a choice of the lesser evil in
every concrete human situation. Thus, ethical realism asserts that those with
powers should have responsibilities and have to be aware of responsibilities
for the consequences of their conduct; that is to say, they should make a
prudent evaluation of the consequences to which they are likely to lead.
Moreover, ethical realists stress the spirit of a decent respect for the opinions
and interests of other states. Consequently, the virtues of responsibility,
prudence, and a decent respect for the views and interests of others constitute
the philosophical root of ethical realism, and become guidelines for shaping
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goals and deciding on actions in foreign policy decision-making.

Keywords: human nature, prudence, responsible power, moral leadership,
pragmatic foreign policy



