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The History and Reflection of Jazz Research in
Taiwan

YEN Pien-pien

Abstract

Jazz is a kind of new field in 21stcentury. Although there are no stable research
communities in Taiwan, 134 theses and dissertations are produced in academic field, and
research fields are separated in 37 schools and 60 departments. It is the new target of
cross-field research about humanities and social sciences.

Reflecting the research history of Jazz music in Taiwan, we find out that there is no
logical research context presented concretely. Because the researchers of every subject don’t
have much correlation between habitually used Western theories, and seldom detached from
academic terminologies, the discourses of Jazz cannot have any improvement, and academic
communities don’t have any consensus in research spirit, frame understanding, and theoretical
basis. The practice cannot be passed down by descendants from predecessors.

This essay gives an overview and analysis about history of Jazz research in Taiwan;
meanwhile, it also provides the reflection about whether the acceptances of Jazz in Taiwan
society can be discussed under the frame of Western theory. The whole research organizes the
academicization process from three directions: 1. Knowledge construction of Jazz research in
Taiwan 2. Development of Jazz research in Taiwan 3. Summary of research and theoretical
thinking of Jazz around the world.

Keywords: Jazz Music, Jazz Worlds, World Jazz, Localization
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