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Abstract

Military isolation toward Taiwan is an important issue for China’s foreign policy,
Taiwan policy, and national defense policy.

The diplomatic isolation could be divided into four areas: diplomatic/political, mili-
tary, economic, and social/cultural isolation. In the area of military isolation, there are six
indicators to cxplain the degree of isolation. Military agrcements, military representation,
military visits, arms transfer (including arms purchases and sales), military aid, and mili-
tary cooperation are the six indicators used in this paper to analyze the military isolation.

China’s first goal of military isolation toward Taiwan is to force Taiwan not to have a
military alliance with the other nation and not to develop military cooperation. Therefore,
once the Taiwan Strait war occurs Taiwan would fall into an isolated situation. The sec-
ond goal of China’s military isolation toward Taiwan is to force the other nations not to
sale arms and transfer military technology to Taiwan. Once Taiwan’s military equipments
could not be proliferated the military balance between Taiwan and China would be
changed, and that would reduce the resistant capability of Taiwan in a possible war.

The strategies of China’s military isolation toward Taiwan include military diplomacy
to make friends with the other nations, retaliation toward those nations that sale arms to
Taiwan, diplomatic negotiation to deter a possible arms sale to Taiwan, and using arms
sale to isolate Taiwan. ‘

From the effects of China’s military isolation toward Taiwan, the military agreements,
military representation, and military aid are the most severe isolation areas for Taiwan. In
the field of military visits, most military visits happened between Taiwan and her friendly
nations except for the U.S. and Singapore. In the field of military cooperation, Singapore
is almost the only nation publicly have military cooperation program with Taiwan. Arms
sale is the most important target for China to isolate Taiwan, but Taiwan also tried her
best to get arms. The United States is the most important arms supplier for Taiwan, and
that’s why Taiwan has no chips on the arms sale negotiation with the U.S.

Keywords:
China’s Taiwan Policy, Cross-Strait Relations, Diplomatic Isolation, Military Isolation,
Arms Sale, Sino-American Relations
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