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I This article is a comparison of child labor legisla
I 

tion in America, Japan, Germany and Singapor. It is 

divided into four parts: The first part is foreword, 

followed with a general description about the beginning 

and the development of child labor legislation. In order 

to get a clear picture of the historical background, the 

early legislation in England and the development of 

ILO standards are also mentioned in this part. The 

third part is the comparison of valid regulations in four 

countries, the regulations of Taiwan and ILO recomen

dations and conventions is also discussed in the analy

sis. The fourth part is the reality and development of 

child labor protection, and the last part is conclusion 
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and suggestions for child labor legislation in Taiwan. 

Because of their age and experience. young work

ers are unable to protect themselves, and they are never 

the main concern of trade unions. therefore the protec

tion of child labor and young workers depends mostly 

on state legislation. In consideration of education and 

health of working children, the basic concern for child 

labor includes following subjects: minimum age. restric

tion of working hours. prohibition of night work. prohi

bition of employment by certain persons and for certain 

hazardous occupations. medical examination. 

Recent legislative trends deal with strengthening 

child protection by restricting hours of work. raising 

the penalty. and prohibiting additional hazardous occu

pations. But there are also trends of flexibility. most 

countries set different working conditions for different 

age of children. Moreover. the high unemployment 

rate of young persons extend progressively the protec

tion to vocational guidance and vocational training. 
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