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ROC-PRC Relations
and the South China Sea Dispute

Hsin-Chih Chen
Abstract

Most discussions of the South China Sea dispute focus on the PRC’s
attitudes towards ASEAN member countries. Few, however, discuss the se-
curity implications regarding ROC-PRC relations. As these two sides are
vital actors in the South China Sea territorial dispute, a Taiwan Strait crisis
could dramatically influence East Asian regional security.

Strategically, Taiwan can not defend the only island that she occupies
in the Spratly Islands, Itu-Aba Island, without diminishing the defense ca-
pabilities around the Taiwan area. From the diplomatic side, although the
ROC participates in the Workshop on Managing Potential Conflicts in the
South China Sea, she is excluded from any bilateral or multilateral dialogues
regarding the Spralty Islands dispute. The economic value of the Spratly
islands to the ROC, are moreover, also very limited.

Lacking the military projection power to defend effectively her sover-
eignty over the Spratly Islands and further constrained by ASEAN’s ‘One
China’ policy, the Republic of China faces the erosion of her sovereignty if
Taipei still takes a passive attitude toward the PRC’s military activities in
the Spratly Islands. ROC rejects the propaganda that Taiwan is part of the
PRC but her silence towards Beijing’s Spralty Islands policy gives interna-
tional societies the impression that Beijing is the only representative of *
China’ to discuss this territorial problem with the other countries. This
tendency will put Taiwan’s international position in danger and destroy the
ROC’s pretext that the ROC and PRC are two equal political identities prior
to the future unification of whole China.

Keywords : South China Sea territorial dispute, Taiwan-PRC relations,
Spratly Islands, East Asia security
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