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Belonging to the State:
Politics of Epistemology in the

Studies of Nation and Nationism

Chih-yu Shih

Abstract

In realism, political scientists treat state and nation as concepts that
refer to objective realities. Even idealists collude in the sense that they
consider their duty merely to be improving human conditions under the
realist constraints. This paper challenges the objectivity of both state and
nation as analytical concepts. It exposes the implicit assertion in political
science that nations belong to states. Accordingly, problems identified by
political scientists are often discursively predetermined in realism. The
question of Taiwan’s statehood is tackled in the last part of the paper. The
argument is that the Taiwan question is a product of realism which, when
also used to try to provide a resolution, exacerbates the mood critical to
the resolution of the question. In the end, the paper also disputes the ma-
instream epistemology of contemporary social science, which fixates nations

in states and pretends objectification of nations and states.

Keywords: state; nation; nationalism; epistemology; Taiwan; minority; real-

ism; idealsim



