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Multiconflict Analysis of India-Pakistan,
Sinhala-Tamil, and Rethinking Analytic
Methods

Yu-chuan Chang

Lecturer
Department of Tourism and Hospitality

Taiwan Hospitality & Tourism College

Abstract

Of colonial topics, a lot of scholars indicate that colonizers exploited the
opposition in different races and enforced the tactics of Divide-and-Rule for
the colonial purposes. Another school of scholars, based on the Dual
Mandate approach, indicates that colonizers not just destroy but construct
the colony as well. The article considers two approaches that led to the
dilemma of colonial discourses especially on dichotomy - Divide-and-Rule,
which leads to either colonizers controlling the characteristic of conflicts
between ethicities, or conceding the powerless with conflicts between
ethnicities and Dual Mandate, which rationalizes the colonial policy and
neglects the characteristics of different colonies. Therefore, the article queries
the analytic frames of Divide-and-Rule and Dual Mandate in the colonial
context, as whether the two approaches can explain the colonial experiences
and the governmentality of colonialism. The article focuses on the conflict in
India and Sri Lanka during the last phase of British colonization with multi-
conflict analysis, including political geography, ethnicity, religion, space,
language, class, and global capitalism. The article hopes to be a new start in

the study of colonialism.

Keywords: Colonialism, India, Sri Lanka, Multiconflict Analyses, Divide-and-

Rule, Dual Mandate
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