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The Freedom of Move of Chinese

Peasants in the Reform Period

Yi-wen Cheng

Abstract

The Chinese peasants now enjoy the freedom of movement in the reform
period, a privelege they were not allowed during the decades of the planned
economy. This article first discusses the change of Chinese rural society
under which rural labor began to flow into the towns, striking a blow against
the household system under the planned economy. The breakdown of the
household system has not meant, however, that the system itself no longer
functions. On the contrary, it has combined with the market economy to

provide new rules to manage the movement of Chinese peasants.

Keywords: freedom of movement; household system; peasant migration





