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Vatican-Beijing Relations in 2001

I- ming Chiao

Abstract

Judging from its territory and population, the Vatican is a mini-state.
However, it is actually a religious entity ruling more than 1.6 billion Catholics
all the world over. Moreover, the Vatican has diplomatic relations with 174
countries and observer status in many important international organizations
including the United Nations. The Pope often issues calls for peace and justice
in response to situations all over the world. Therefore, the Vatican is a religious
and spiritual “big power” having considerable influence in international politics.

While desiring to maintain good religious relations with the ROC on
Taiwan, the Vatican wishes to improve religious relations and establish
diplomatic ties with the PRC in order to promote religious freedom in mainland
China and reestablish the Papal leadership over the Catholic Church in mainland
China. In fact, the China Diocese under the Holy hierarchy includes mainland
China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Macao. The Vatican's “ one-China” policy,
therefore, is based on the religious concept of “ unity and communion.” How-
ever, the Vatican's China policy is obviously problematic. Therefore, the
Vatican earnestly hopes that relations across the Taiwan Strait will improve
and the two sides can reach an agreement over their international status.

World nations seek “national interests” through diplomatic efforts, but
for the Vatican, diplomacy is an instrument for promoting the free popularization
of religion. The Vatican seeks normal diplomatic relations with the PRC out
of a desire to protect the right of the more than 10 million Catholics in
mainland China to believe in and to propagate Catholicism. In the early 2000,
an informal dialogue mechanism was established between the Vatican and
Beijing in order to facilitate the exchange of views on normalization of bilateral
relations. However, little progress has been made since Beijing has insisted
on both non-interference of internal affairs and fostering the “ patriotic church”
in mainland China.

Keywords: religidus entity; Holy hierarchy; John-Paul II; Roman Catholic
Church





