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Urban Redevelopment in
Mainland China

~ Tsu-Lung Chou

Abstract

With reference to the historical process of China's restructuring, this
paper explores policy arguments and practices of the PRC's urban redevelopment
in relation to political and economic reforms in China. It also discusses the
urban challenges in China caused by urban redevelopment. In conclusion, it
is argued that the enabling power for mass urban redevelopment in China is
a direct consequence of capitalizing the state-owned land system into spectacular
premises, manipulated by rent-seeking market mechanisms and local government.
Nevertheless, this market-driven urban redevelopment has brought in multiple
contradictions and problems, including deteriorating urban spatial polarization,
financial crisis, planning and development disorder, residential resettlement
of urban redevelopment, ancient city preservation and social equity. Urban
redevelopment in China is urgently needed via market mechanisms in order
to establish a planning system to regulate the real estate market for governing
the market behavior of redevelopment.

Keywords: Mainland China; transformation of political and economic
structure; reformation of urban development; land market mech-
anisms; urban redevelopment '





