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PRC's Nuclear Force Development and

the Evolution of its External Relations:
in the Cold War Era

Shih-min Chen

Abstract

United States, Russia, PRC and other countries' intention to undermine
PRC's nuclear force development's affect towards its external relations, had
been the main cause of this issue's long-term neglect. Due to Chinese nuclear
forces' easily destruction and unsteadiness, before the end of 1970's, PRC
holds the threat of preemptive surgical strike towards it's nuclear force. Before
the late 1960's, the U.S and Russia had the ability and interest to strike, which
gave the PRC reason to fear the possible collusion by two superpowers to
attack. Not until the early 1970's, the U.S begin to take into account the PRC's
strategic position. The PRC's depended on the U.S for indirect protection, af-
fecting the development of U.S-China normalization in the 1970's,and the for-
mation of a strategic triangle. After the early 1980's, the PRC gradually attained
nuclear weapons and no longer required indirect protection from the U.S. The
PRC's nuclear force also gained the ability to threat on U.S. territory. These
developments gave Moscow the chance to use the PRC to restrain the U.S.
Which assisted in the to promoting of the PRC's Russia relating adapting a
more independent diplomacy. The abolishmeni of Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty
had cause Peking government to worry whether U.S will once again attain the
ability of first strike towards PRC.

Keywords: Chinese e nuclear forces; Chinese foreign policy; Sino-American
relations; Sino-Soviet Relations; Strategic triangle
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