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The wanderer under the atypical employment:

Taking the placard workers as an example
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Abstract

The homelessness have existed in society for a long time, due to personal factors,
social structural factors and policy disability lead them to many difficulties in terms of
state of work, resettlement and social assistance, in addition, the number of people are
outnumbered and lack of policy influence, and often reported by the mass media as a
negative image to deepen their life difficulties. This study originated from the
curiosity of why most of the homeless people are engaged in the work of placard
workers. In view of this, this study interviewed nineteen people who are placard
workers and homelessness through in-depth interviews, with semi-structured
interview outline for four topics(including basic materials, the description of the
homeless people’s life, residence and resettlement, as well as the experience of the
work) explores the situation of real life and the needs of the respondents. And through
in-depth participation in the activities organized by non-profit organizations, trying to
understand the process and effectiveness of the empowerment.

The main findings of this research are as follows: First, the reason why the
homelessness are excluded from the mainstream labor market include personal factors
and social structural factors, and the placard workers have the characteristics of
current salary and low entry conditions, which has contributed to nearly half of the
residents who have survived. However, this job lacks stability, security of labor, and
superior salary. Even if they have a job, state of homeless becomes the norm in life.
Second, the state of working poor caused by this type of the atypical employment type
work, additionally social exclusion has resulted in people who have nowhere to go
even being driven out of public space. The environment of stable living affects its
state of mental, quality of sleep, burden of financial, habits of health and performance

of work. Therefore, providing long-term residential premises is the priority thing for
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the government. On the other hand, the internal norms and government models of the
short-term containment and resettlement centers should be moderately adjusted for
temporary residence. Third, the sense of trust that non-profit organizations generate
through long-term contact and interaction with the homeless people are extremely
importance to “empowerment”. It can deepen the confidence of participants and
enhance community integration, and expand the public’s understanding of the

homeless people.

Keyword: homeless people, placard workers, empowerment
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