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Abstract

“The Blue Sweater” is a semi-autobiographical screenplay based on the scenarist's
upbringing in the 1970s. It portrays the author's parents' busy working lives where they have no
time to care for their son, and how they therefore entrust his grandmother with the responsibility of
raising him. Spending most of their days together, grandmother and grandson become
interdependent, and even though they are different in character and habits, they are united by the
warmth of familial love, symbolised by a blue, homemade sweater.

However, as the protagonist grows up and interacts further with society, the once-simple,
pure relationship between grandparent and grandchild becomes increasingly strained and alienated
as he becomes influenced and tainted by the complicated outside world. He starts to turn against
her, rejecting her acts of affection, and eventually becomes a troubled teenager.

Moreover, grandma gets defrauded out of her life savings which takes a toll on her, and,
enfeebled by her circumstances and by old age, her originally cheerful state of mind and strong,
healthy body drastically change. The protagonist, filled with regret, reflects on how he had
neglected his family. In his efforts to mend his relationship with his grandmother, he realises how
unconditionally loving she had always been towards him and comes to treasure the privilege of
having a grandparent. Presented in a traditional three-act framework, the interaction between
grandmother and grandson in the story illustrates the rich, experiential growth that comes out of
intergenerational relationships, and the protagonist’s reminiscence evokes a fondness for nostalgia.

The aim of this story is to hopefully inspire the audience to reflect upon how to overcome
and resolve any confrontations or conflicts they might be encountering in their own lives. Conflict

does not have to lead to or end in regret in one’s life.

Keywords : Grand parenting families, Grandparents and grandchildren’s relationship, Screenplay
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