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The Formation and Implement of “Horse March in

New Era Inauguration Festival,” “Horse Day” and

“Military Horse Memorial Day” in Taiwan Under
Japanese Rule, 1936-1945

Chen-feng Tai
(Postgraduate, Department of History, National Chengchi University)

“Horse March in New Era Inauguration Festival(j# 54 — kenkokusai, or
ael 7w B — Kigensetsu),” “Horse Day(EFL [ — Aibabi)” and “Military Horse
Memorial Day(ﬁfw?—Gunbasai)” were Japanese festivals arranged in
Taiwan by Japan government during its rule over Taiwan.

“New Era Inauguration Festival” fell on February 11th. It was the day on
which Japan celebrated its national establishment. In Taiwan, Japan
government also held New Era Inauguration Festival as a national holiday. At
the ceremony of this festival, there was no activity of Horse March in the
beginning. However, it was included in 1939 when the Second Sino-Japanese
War (1937-1945) broke out, with the purpose of the enforcement of the first
horse policy, which spread the idea of horse affairs and encouraged the
breeding of horses in Taiwan society.

“Horse Day” fell on April 7th. Its enforcement can be traced back to 1904
for the reason that Japan started to recognize the great importance of horses in

battlefields after the First Sino-Japanese War (1894-1895) and the
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Russo-Japanese War (1904-1905). After Horse Day was put into practice in
1904, Japan started its first 30-year horse policy in 1906. In Taiwan, Horse
Day was served as a part of the improvement of horse breeding project.
However, its function wasn’t fully developed before World War 11. Only until
the outbreak of the Second Sino-Japanese War in 1937 did Horse Day was
enforced as a part of the National Spirit Mobilization Movement. Moreover,
Horse Day reached its prime era in 1939 as a national holiday advocated by
the Association of Japan Horse Race, the Association of Empire Horse, and
the Association of Japan Horse and supported by the Ministry of National
Defense, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, and the
Central Alliance of the National Spirit Mobilization Movement.

The purpose of the enforcement of "Military Horse Memorial Day" is to
hold a memorial ceremony for military horses that died in the Second
Sino-Japanese War. The first ceremony began in 1938 and was held by the
Association of Empire Horse, the Association of Japan Horse Race, the Great
Japanese Horsemanship Society, and the Central Department for Military
Horse Training. The second ceremony took place in 1939, with Taiwan
having its first Military Horse Memorial Day on October 24th in the same
year under the influence of Japan.

In the conclusion, the author adopts the approach and theory of post
colonialism to clarify and interpret the theme of the article in order to find out

further meanings of these three Japanese festivals.
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