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Ma-zu Faith and Emigrant Society in
Singapore and Malaysia Area

Cheng-Chih Yao
(Graduate student, Department of History, National Chengchi University)

Ma-zu(f5™") faith is an important branch of Chinese’s popular religions.
Where Chinese is, where Ma-zu Temple is. There are many emigrants from
China living in Singapore and Malaysia area, especially in Singapore which is
governed by Chinese. Therefore, Ma-zu faith is in vogue in Singapore and
Malaysia. Ma-zu faith in Singapore and Malaysia is quite related to Chinese’s
dialect organization, and almost each dialect organization has their own
Ma-zu Temple such as Tian-Fu Temple(:\{ﬁﬂ)of Fu-jian group(fg& #1).
Yue-hai-cing Temple( ! & 7% &) of Chao-jhou group( ¥ /[ ) and
Cyong-jhou-tian-hou Temple(f‘i';""[‘[%f,ﬂ) of Hai-nan group(¥& fy£Y). In the
early stage, Ma-zu faith becomes more and more popular by the increasingly
Chinese emigrants. As time goes by, Chinese popular religions which are part
of Taoism lose young followers who are in high educational level. Ma-zu faith
is also effected by the tides step by step because Ma-zu is a branch of Taoism
gods. Recently, Ma-zu faith is acknowledged by descendants of Chinese
emigrants again gradually thanks to government and Chinese popular groups

take it seriously. Ma-zu faith has new meaning in overseas Chinese society of
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Singapore and Malaysia through exerted by governments and Chinese popular

organizations.

Keywords: Ma-zu, Tain-hou, Huei-guan(Club), dialect, Taoism.



