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eds., The Philippine Islands, 1493-1898, vol. 8, 255-256.
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Islands, 1493-1898; vol. 6, 162-163.
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32 “Letter of Pedro dé Rojas to Felipe 11,” in Emma Helen Blair et al., eds., The
Philippine Islands,1493-1898, vol. 6, 269-270.
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et al., eds., The Philippine Islands, 1493-1898, vol. 7, 33-35.
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Chinese Junks Sail to Manila and the Construction of
Chinese Merchants Market in the Sixteenth Century
Syuan-Jhu, Siao
(Graduate Student, Department of History, National Chengchih University)
During the 16" century, Manila was a very important international trade port
in Southeast Asia, and also one of those which Chinese sea traders visit the
most. The Spaniard started the trade with Chinese right after their capture of
Manila in 1570. Because of the thirst for silver in China and the absence of
goods and materials in the Philippines, the trade between the Chinese and
Manila rose in the 16" and 17® century. Along with the rise of the Manila
trade, money, goods and time were injected, but in the last few years of 16"
century, the time that Chinese merchant ships stay at the port of Manila didn’t
increase with the scale of the bargain, instead it became shorter ever since. In
1588, the Chinese merchants stayed in Manila to run their business for about
half a year, but in 1609 when the Manila trade was bigger in scale, the amount
of time they spend slipped down to 2 to 3 mouths. To discuss this unusual
matter, we have to start with the two main activities the Chinese merchants do
in Manila: the transit trade of the Manila Galleon and the local retail sale of
the city. The Manila Galleon business counts on the arrival of the galleons
from Spanish-America and the huge amount of Mexican silver it carries, it
also takes only a short period of time when the galleons arrive from Mexico,

based on this characteristic, it can not be the main reason of this time shrink
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problem. In the other hand, the local retail sale takes a lot of time to manage.
In the early years: of the Spanish rule in Manila, the number of Chinese
incomers which became the main role in the local retail sale was still small,
the Chinese sea traders controlled both the international trade and the local
retail sale. This control of the retail trade would keep the sea traders in port
for a long time just to sale their cargo piece by piece. With the number of
Chinese incomers increasing every year and the fast rise of the Silk Market in
Manila, in time, the retail trade in the city was no longer in the hands of the
Chinese sea traders. This change of the retail trade, made it possible for the
Chinese sea traders to lessen the time they spend in Manila when they manage

their international trade.

Keywords: Manila, Chinese sea traders, Philippine, the Silk Market





